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1838.] Statistics of the Blind in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 319 

tence where a visible image is introduced, the meaning is more or less 
vitiated to those born blind ; and the integrity of the mind, by con- 
stantly receiving what it cannot understand, is sadly endangered, 
unless a wise and assiduous mental culture, peculiarly adapted to those 
from whom knowledge at one entrance is " quite shut out," accom- 
pany every reading in a mixed literature. As yet little philosophy has 
been brought to bear practically on the education of the blind. There are 
some exceedingly valuable hints thrown out on this subject in a chapter 
devoted to " mutes and blind," in the " Retrospect of Western Travel." 

If we should receive all that has been written on this subject by be- 
nevolent persons it would appear that we have already a literature for 
the blind, and the blind can now be taught to read and write in three or 
four lessons. It is much to be regretted that any exaggeration of this 
kind has ever been mixed up with so good a cause. Time is a necessary 
element in the education of the blind ; and the teacher must be an indi- 
vidual well acquainted with the laws of the human mind. As yet the 
education of the blind is in the letter, the spirit is not developed. When 
we look at the admirable invention of raised tangible characters, we 
must confess that the printer has done his work nobly ; but the school- 
master is not yet abroad among the blind. Seeing men have created a 
suitable literature for themselves ; but, for the blind, this literature con- 
tains an element of excess which is fatal to intellectual unity. 

We may, however, look forward to the time when many splendid re- 
sults may be expected from the special and philosophical education of 
those faculties which the blind often possess in an eminent degree. 



A Statement of the Number of Seats in the several Churches and 
Chapels, distinguishing the several Religious Denominations to which 
they belong, within the Parish of All Saints, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
containing a Population of about 20,000 Inhabitants, in the Month 
of August, 1838.* 
[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 22nd August, 1838.] 



Name. 
All Saints. 
St. Ann's . . 
Trinity Chapel (Si 
Roman Catholic 
Quakers, or . 
Carliol Street. 
Bethel. . . 
Wallkowll . 
Sandgate . . 
St Peter's Quay 
Ebenezer * . 
Silver Street . 
Ballast Hills . 
Gibson Street. 
Forster Street 
New Road . 
Stepney Bank 
St. Lawrence . 



eamen) 



Denominate 
Establishment 
Do. 
Do. 
Roman Cathol 
Friends . 
Presbyterian 
Do. 
Do. 
Independent 
New Connection, Methodist 

Do. Do. 

Primitive Methodist 
Do. Do. . 

Wesleyan Association. 
Glassites ... 
Wesleyan Methodist 
Do. Do. . 

Do. Do. . 



No. of Seats, 

] «1 1,990 

>JVf Established Church 



seats 



the 



90j 
1,500 1,500 
500 



1,600 

200 
750 



500 

700 

400 

500 

200 

5001 

1501 

1,200 1,200 
120 120 

1,200) 
200 > 1,550 1 
150l 



8,570 seats 
^ in Dissent- 
ing chapels. 



10,560 



* This table was prepared in consequence of- a discussion which arose in the 
Section, respecting the means of religious worship existing in the parish to- which 
it relates. 
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